
PRIVATE SEHAGE DISPffiAL CRDlNANCE
AS AHENDED

January 1, 1958 Hay L, 1964 September 16, 1968

ANaIDINANCEregulating the inStallation" construction, roai~tenance and operatiM
o~ private sewage disposal ~stems.in close~-built-up areas an4 providing
penalties for violation thereof" dec;laring an emergency" and fixing a time
when the same shall take effect •.

BE IT rnDAlNED BY THE BOARD OF CCMMISSIONERS OF HENDRICKS COONI'Y AS FOI.LGlS.:

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS

Unless the context. specifically indicates otherwise" the meaning o~ terms used
in this ordinance shal1 be as :follows:

1.1 nClose~ built-up areas" shall mean and include any areas situated out-
side thecorporat-e limits _of any city nr town upon which areas are located either
residential or business buildings; Provided" however" That-it. shall not include'. any
tract of land, situated outside 'the carporat.e limits o~ any city or town.. consist.-
ing of five acres or mare ClDdupon 'Whichtracts of' land is located only one buiJ..ding
which building 15 used f'or residential purposes: Providing further" That 1t shall
not inc1ude any tract of' land si'tuat.ed ou'tside ,the corporat.e J..irnits o~ any city or
town which tract of land is used 1"or:farming or agricultural purposes •..

.'
1.2 "Sewage"shall mean any cc:rnbina'tionof In.unanexcreta and "'Waste'water 1'rm

water closets, laundries .. sinks, bathing facilities" and o'ther objectionable 'Wa.St.e
waters.

1.3 n"Public SmrertJ shall mean any sewer constructed" installed, maintained ..
operated and ownedby a municipality or a tax:i.ng district established far 'that-pur-
pose. A county sewer installed for the purpose of carrying surface water runott
and subsoil drainage shall not be considered a publi.o sewer under this definition.,

1.4 "Sever""Shall. JIleana pipe ar conduit. :for carrying sewage~

1.5 "Canbined sever" shall mean a sewer receirlng both surface va'ter runoff
and sewage.

1.6 "Wat.ercourses" shall JIleana channel in which a nOW' of water occurs,
e1ther continuously or intermitt.ent1y. - "..

1.1 "San!tary sever" shall JIleana seller which carries sevage and to 'Which
storm, surface and ground vate:r:s are not intentional.ly admitt.ed. "

1.8 "Sewagedisposal"system" shall mean any arrangement o:f devices and ~ -
structures used far receiving, treating .. and disposing of' sewage.

1.9 "Priva'te sewage disposal systems" shall mean an.y sewage disposal system
not constructed, :tnstall.ed, maintained, OPerated and owned by a JIIU11icipallty or a
ta:ri~ d1.strict estab~shed far t.hat purpose •••

1.10 "Persen" 8ha1J. roean any i.ndividuaJ., finn or corporation.

1.11 "Health Officer" shall JIlean1:.heRe2.l.t.hOfficer or Hendricks County~
or bis auther1zed representative. "-
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SECTION 2. PRIVATE SD!AGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS....

2.1 l-.lherea public sanitary or combined Se\.ler is not available all persons
owning or leasing property in closely built-up areas shall comply with the .follow-
ing previsions o.f this orainance for private sewaee disposal systems.

2.2 It shall be unlawful for any person to place" deposit" C?r.permit to be
deposited in an unsanitary roanner upon public or private property or an,y water-
course within the County of Hendricks.l State of Indiana, or in any area under 1:-he
jurisdiction of said County" arry human excrement or sewage.

2.3 At any residential. or business building situated within the County of
Hendricks" State of Indiana .. which is not connected to a public sewer system" and
no public sewer system is available" there shall be established" installed or
constructed and maintained a private sel-.-agedisposal system.

2.4 All sewage disposal systems and private sewage disposal systems designed
and :installed a.f't.er the passage of this ordinance shall be approved by the HendrickB
County Board of Health. Provided.l however" that these .following JJrl...n:innml standards.
shall be reet" and that all private sewage disposal systems shall conta:tn a septic
tank" a junction box and an absorption .field and shall be constructed in the follow-
ing manner:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(n)

The minimum size o.f arry septic tank shall be 1000 gallons.
That the septic tank shall be placed at least: .

50 .feet from arry private '\o:atersupply line or well"
10 .feet from any dwelling,
10 .feet from arry property line"
25 .feet .from any lake .. watercourse or ditch.

That the sewer .fromany building to the septic tank and !'rom the
septic tank to the junction box shall be constructed fram vitrified.
clay" sewer tile", concrete se'W~rtile" cement-asbestas" bituminous
f'iber, plastic", or copper (hard dra'WIl.. type K or L) sewer pipe All.
with tightly sealed joints. '
Said sewer 1.ine shall not slope less than 2 inches nor more than
h inchefl per 100 ..feet•.
Bef'ore any absorption field is installed a percolation test shall
be made. 300+
The minimwn size of any absorption field shall be _ square f'eet
per dwelling bedroan.
The absorption ..field shall be located: .

50 f:eet fran ar.tY private "Watersupply llne or lmll,
10 .feet .t'ram ar.tY dwelling,
10 ..feet :from a:rry property line I

25 f'eet from a:rry 1ake, watercourse or ditch.
The absorption trench shall be not JUorethan h ..feet deep and not
1ess t.han 2 ..feet deep (measured .frau finished grade).
The absorption trench shall be not more than 4 .feet 'Wide and not
less t.han 2 .feet wide.
The absorption linea shall be constructed of tile laid wi th ~ inch
open joints.
The absorption l:ines flhal1 be surrounded with .c1.ean.~se gravel-
having II. ra1n1roumBize of ! inch-up 'to 2! inches" -to a depth:-of at
least 6 inches belOW'the lines and extending around a.I)d then above
the 1.1nes at 1east 2 inche:s.

:
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2.4 (cont.inued) ..
(12)

(13)

(14)

The gravel then shall be covered with untreated porous paper and
then back iilled with earth.
The center-to-center separatipn of absorpt.io~ trenches shall be
not less t.han seven feet •. -
Absorption lines shall not exceed 100 f"eet in length and shall be
laid at a slope not to exceed 4 inches per 100 feet.

The above requirements are the minimumrequirements as recClr.1l1le~dedby the
latest revised edition of the Indiana state 130ard of" Heal.th Bulletin SlOE.13 and
Bulletin No. SlOE. 8.

2.5 Should a:rry defect exist or occur in any private seWagedisposal. system
or privy and cause an lll1sanitary condition, the def"ect shall be correct.~d :imnediate-
1y by the owner or agent of the (1\.mer,occupant or agent of the occupant., Failure
to do so shall be a violation of this ordinanC6' and the violator sha.1.1be subject
to the penalties prescribed in Section 5.2 of this ordinance.

2.6 Wherever a public combinedor sani~ sewer becomes available and 1s
'Within 100 f"eet of the proPerty line of the residential. or business property" ser-

,'ved by a private sewage disposal. system or privy, situated llithin the County of
Hendricks" state of Indiana" a direct connection shall be made to said sewer and
arr:y sep.tic tanks" seepage pits" outhouses" privy pits and si.Jnilar sewage disposal-
and treatment facilities shal1 be abandoned and filled in a safe and sanitary
manner.

2.'7 Whenevera newbusiness building or subdivision is developed in an area'
where a public combined or sanitary sewer is available within 300 f"eet" a direct
connection sha11 be roade to said sewer.

2.8 .Ai'ter receiving an order in writing .!'ran the Heal.th Officer" the owner"
agent of the owner" the occupant or agent of the occupant of the property sha.1.1
canply 'With the provisions of this ordinance as set f'orth in said order a.tid 'Within
t.he t.1Jnelimit included therein. Said order shall be served on the owner and the,
occupant or on the agent of the ownerbut may be served on any person wh." by
contact with the awner" has assumed the duty of canplying with th~ provisions of'
an order.

SECTION 3. PERMITS -AND INSPECTION.

3.1 Before canmencementof const.ruction or repair of a private sewage
disposal system or privy" the owner or agent of the '.7WTlershall obtain a written_
permit signed by the Health Officer of Hendricks County, and the permit shall
be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises prior to the car.rnenceroentof'
work thereunder. No person shall perform any work on Buch project lll1tU such
permit is so obtained and posted on the premises. The application f"or such
perrni.t shall be made on a form provided by t.he Hendricks County Board of Heal.th"
'Which applicant shall supplement by a:rry plans" specifications and other ini"onna-
tion as are deemednecessary by the Heal.th Officer of" Hendri?cs County.

,,



3.2 A permit for a private sewagedisposal system or privy shall not
becomeeffective until the installation is c~~pletcd to the satisfaction o£
the Health Officer of Hendricks County. He, or his agent, shall be allowed to
inspect the work at any stage of construction and, in any.event, the applicant
for the permit shall notify the Health Officer of Hendricks Countywhen the
work is ready for final inspectionl and before any underground portions are
covered. The inspection shall be madewithin forty-eight (48) nours of the
receipt of notice by the Health Officer of Hendricks County.

SECTION 4. PCMTERS FCR INSPECTION - ENFORCEHENl' - SERVICE OF NOTICES AND
amERS - HEAR:m::S.

4.1 The Health Officer or his agent bearing proper credentials and identi-
fication snall be permitted to enter upon all properties at tne proper time for
the purposes of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, and testing ne-.
cessary to carry out the provisions of this ordinance.

4.2 '\-1henever"the Health Officer determines that there are reasonable grounds
to believ~ that there has been a violation of any provision of this ordinance, the
Health Officer.shall give notice of suChalleged violation to the person or persons
responsil:;>letherefor,. and to any known agent of such pers on, as hereinafter. provid-
ed•.. Such notice sna.ll: ..

(8) Be put in writing

(b) Include 8 statement of the reasons whyit is being issued

(c) Allow 8 reasonable time for the performance of any act it requires

(d) Be served upon the owner or his agent, or the occupant, as the case may
requirej provided that such notice shall be deemed to be properly served
upon such owner.or agent, or upon such occupant, :U: n copy 'thereof is
served upon him personally, or if 8 copy thereof is sent by registered
mail to his last known address, or if 8 coW thereof 1.5 posted in a
conspicuous place in or about the dwelling affected by the notice, or if
he is served with such notice by aII;:{ other method authorized or required
under the laws of this state ..

(e) Such noti.oo rmlSt contain an outline of remedial action which, ~ taken,
will effect compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.

L.3 J.:rry person affected by any such notice issued by tho Health Officer may
request and shall be gra.n:ted8 hearing on the matter before the Hendricks County
Board of Health, provided that such person shall file in the office of the Health
Officer, within ten (lO) days after service of the notice, a ;.-ritten petition
requesting such hearing and setting forth a brief statement of the grounds therefor.
Uponreceipt of such petition, the Health Officer shnll arrange a time and place
for such hearing and shall give the petitioner written notice thereof. SuChhearing
sha1.l.be held as soon as practicable a1'ter the receipt ot: ~equest therefor. At such
hearing the petitioner shall be given an opportunity to be heard and to show cause
why such notice shou1d not be cauplied wi the



h.S The p~oceedings at such hearing, including the ti~din~~ and decisi~n of
the Board, sha1.1 be surnma~zed" reduced to writing, and entered as. a roatt~r of .pub~
lic record in the office of the Board. Such record shall also include a copy or
everi notice or order issued 1n connection with the matter.' Any person aggrieved
by the deCision of the Board may seek relief therefrom in any"cob.rt. of competant
jurisdiction; as provided by the laws of this state •.. .

. "... ' . , .. " :
4~6 ~enever the Health Officerj his authorized representative excluded, firids

that an emergency exist which requires imnediate action to protec~ the priblic health
he may, .without notice or hearing, issue an order redting the existence of SUCD an
emergency and requiring that such action be taken as he deems neCessary to meet the
emergency. No~withstanding the other provisions of this ordinance, such ~rder shall
be effective'immediately. Any person to whomsuch an order is directed shall COOlp1,y
therewith i.:mrcediate1.y,but upon petition to the Health Officer" shall be offorded a
hearing as soon as possible in the manner provided in Su~sect:ion h.3. After suc:

h

hearj.{lg, .depending upon the .finding as to 'Whether .the provisions of this ordinance. ,
have been comPlied 'With" the BOardshall continue such order in effect" or modify it,

or revoke it.

4.4 After such hearing the respective Board shall sustain, modify, or with-
draw the notice, depending upon its findings as to whether the provisions of this
ordinance have been complied with. If the Board shall 5ustainor modify such notice,
it shall be deemed to be an order. Any notice served pursuant to Sub-section 4.2 of .
this ordinan~ shall automatically become an order if a written petition for a hear-
ing is not filed in the office of the Health Officer with ten (10) -~ays after such
notice is served •.

SECTION 5it PENAI.:l'IES

5.1 Any person .found to be violating any provision of this ordinance except
Section 3.1; shall be served by the Health Officer 'With a written order stating the
nature o.f the violation and providing a time l.iJn1t .for satis.factory correction there
of. Any person .f'ound to be violating Sub-section 3.1" iJllJnediately shall be subject
to prosecution- there.for and, upon conviction, shall be subject t-o the penalties set
forth in Subsection 5.2.

5.2 Any person who shall continue any violation of this ordinance beyond the
time limit provided for in Section 5.1 of this ordinance shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor. On conviction the viohtor shall be punished for the first offense ~y a
.f'ine of not more than Five-Hundred Doll.ars ($Soo.OO)J .f'or the second .c.ffense by ,8

fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1000.00); and for the third and each
subsequent offense by 8 fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1000.00) to .
which ma:y be added iJnprisoJ1l'1lent:for any detenninate period not exceeding ninety
(90) days" and each day after the expiration of the time llJni.t .for abating insani-
tary conditions and completing improvements to abate such conditions as ordered by
'the Health Of.ficer shall constitute a distinct and separate offense.

5~3 Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall
become liable to the Hendricks County Board of Health" Hendricks County, Indiana,
.for any expense, 10S9" or damage Ilccasioned such Board by.rgason of such violation.

,,
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SEGrION 6. VALIDITY.

6.1 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

6.2 The invalidity o~ any sectionl clacsc1 sentence or provision o~ this
ordinance shall not e~~ect the validity o~ any othEr part o:fthis ordinance.

SECTION 1. aIDINANCE IN FCRCE.

1.1 This ordinance shall be in full .force and e:f~ect :from and a:fter its
passage, by the BOard o~ Commissioners o~ Hendricks County and compliance with
all laws pe!taining thereto •.

•
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PRACTICE
IN HENDRICKS COUlITY

SewageDisposal

Safe disposal oj' humanand domestic wastes in Hendricks County is
necessary j'or the preservation oj' the surj'ace and grcl11'1dwaters and the
restoration oj' such wate:rs to the b.;;st possible condition c.:cnsistent lodth
the public heaJ.th and welfare. Proper sewage c:i~P()s:::>~as~i$t~ in the
propagation and preservation oj' j'isil an:! lor.UrljjTe"and is (;s$ential to
protect the public, er.Iplo:,-ees,ar:d nearby CC'lT.iTl1.ir.{ ties :i'rom .di.sea""le~'trans-
mitted through sewage..

The goal ~£ Federal: State an1 Ccanty w~ter pollution control autho~-
ities in conducting poll\ltion abatem3nt activities is to pr.utect and e~~nce
the capacity ell the wCiterresources to serve the 'Wicest possible ra:lge oj'
humanneeds. Thus a positive policy oj' keeDing waters as clean as possible,
as opposed to a policy oj' attempting to use the f'ullcapacity of water f'or -:-
waste a~simi1aticn, is essential.

Sanitation Division
Hendricks County Department oj' Hea1th..
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