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John Miller traded $1,000 worth of tannedx

The first representative of the Miller
family to come to Hendricks County was
John Miller, who was born on March 16,
1793 in Baurtetaunt County, Virginia, and
died on January 17, 1875.

John Miller enlisted in the army at the

age of 19, under the command of Captain

v E. Sherman, Virginia Militia. He was

discharged after the War of 1812, and came
to Hendricks County in 1822.

Unglw 7. /(

Several years after John purchased the
acreage about a quarter-mile east of present-
day Belleville, he constructed a brick home
on a hill. In a valley at the foot of the hill,
across the road from where the house stood,
he constructed vats in which he tanned
animal hides to be used as leather for clothes
and shoes. Water for the vats was supplied
from springs on the property.

hides to endow a chair in the old Asbury
College for Boys at Greencastle (now
DePauw University), providing a perpetual
scholarship for his male heirs.
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From vol. 37 (1941) of INDIANA MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

AN OLD WORKBOOK ON CABINETMAKING
AGNES MCCULLOCH HANNA

Work sheets from foreign cabinetmakers were used in our
country in very early days, but this home-made workbook,
written in 1856 by William H. H. Johnson, a young Indiana
cabinetmaker, for his personal use, has few parallels. It was
found some months ago by Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Millikan of In-
dianapolis while they were looking over family papers stored
for many years in Mr. Millikan’s family home near Monrovia,
Indiana.

William H. H. Johnson, born in 1837, was the son of
Dr. Lawrence and Edith Rolls (or Ralls) Johnson. The
first members of the family to come to Indiana were Isaac
and Mary Cool, who obtained a grant of land in Marion
County, three miles east of the “Donation,” in 1821. With
them, from Princeton, New Jersey, came their married
daughter Elizabeth, with her husband, David Johnson. Their
son Lawrence went to medical school in Cincinnati soon after
they arrived in Indianapolis.

Dr. Lawrence Johnson was graduated shortly after 1826
and went almost at once to the newly organized town of
Belleville, Hendricks County, Indiana, where he practiced
medicine. In 1834, he married Edith Rolls, and to them
seven sons and daughters were born. “Willie” (William H.
H. Johnson), born in 1837, began in 1856 to work first for
MecCurdy and later (1857) for Bland, cabinetmakers.

As the workbook® was for his own use, he made no at-
tempt to watch the uniformity of spelling. He sat down
measures and methods of procedure; he wrote down formulae
for staining and removing stains from furniture; he set
forth schedules of wages for various classes of workmen, and

1 The workbook is 434 x 7% inches, contains forty-eight ruled pages,
and is bound in dark tan leather reinforced by coarse thin binder’s
board. The inside of the covers are not faced with leather. The matter
scratched on the top half of the outside of the front cover in ink has
almost reached the stage of illegibility. This cover-page carries the

following:
Belleville
Indiana
U

Amer
William H. H. Johnsons
Book, Belleville
Indiana
Bought in 1856
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on pages 38-39, making use of the ruled lines of the note-
book, he drew pictures of furniture that he had aided in
constructing. Interleaved with his furniture notes are
verses to one or more young ladies of his acquaintance and
other rhymes, denoting a deeply emotional nature, and re-
vealing that he was not too happy in the work of his hands.

He left the cabinetshop to study medicine—possibly, he
recognized his failing health—in March?1859. Two months
later his father wrote in the family Bible: “Willie died at
1 A.M. May 25, happy in the Lord.” His notebook was pre-
served by the doctor-father (Dr. Lawrence Johnson), and,
after the latter’s death in 1871, his widow (Edith Rolls
Johnson) took it with other family papers to her daughter’s
home near Monrovia. There she lived during the rest of her
life with her daughter, Mrs. Eleazer Bales Millikan, and her
husband. After Mrs. Millikan’s death on May 25, 1938, the
notebook was brought to Indianapolis with family letters
and records.

Last winter, Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Millikan, knowing of
my interest in Indiana cabinetmakers, allowed me to see and
make use of some of the notes. It is a great pleasure to
know that this unusual book is to be placed by Mr. Millikan in
the Indiana History Division of the State Library. The

WILLIAM H. H. JOHNSON

Tombstne 17 Claglsn
C‘emeterc’ 45-25-183517
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notes and photostatic reproductions of the drawings are un-
usual and valuable. 1 am sincerely grateful for the op-
portunity to edit the contents of this booklet for publication
in the Indiana Magazine of History.

[The Workbook Entries]
Belleville Indiana
January the 4 1856 new year

Beadsteads common ones turned posts mortus 21 inches from the
bottom short rails 4 ft. long ons 6 ft. tenent 1% inch long.

Stands Common ones posts 2 ft. 4 inc long 'single drawer
side rails 15 inc long back and front rails 17 inches long with 1%
inc tenent the front rails being the top one 11 inc wide the bottom
one 1 inc wide leaving 4 inc drawer between the side rails being
614 inches dressed up with gides 1% inch wide. dollar for making

Stands double drawers
the same hith [height] of comenes {commonest] ones side rails 10
ine wide and 13 inc between shoulders front rails 15 inc between
shoulders 1% inc tenent top rail 1% inch wide the other to [two]
1 inch wide top drawer 3 inches the bottom one 4 inc

Bellville Dec 23 18562

fancy Stands. posts 9 in long with a turning of 2 in at the bot-
tom front rail bottom one 1 in wide 4 in drawer top rail inch and
oneY wide fourteen inches between shoulders end rails 12 inches
between shoulders tenents 1 inch long posts 13 in square pillars
as uprite peaces inches long 4 inches square at the bottom with turn-
ing 2 inches and taper from it up to the top too [two] inches turned
tenent on each end bottom peise according to pattern with scroll feet

Bellville January the 24 1856
Burows [Bureaus] Common ones 3 ft. 10 inch high. for [four]
drawers. from the bottom to the rail 8 in and % long. bottom rail
inch & % wide. 8 in drawer. then inch rail. . 7. & 6. & 9. inch drawer
top rail 1 in & 3 wide gides 10 in nomber. 2 inches wide, with
13 in & % between sholders. % inch tenent. end rails bottom one
8 inch wide. top one 7 inches wide, with 1 % in tenent on them.
plowed % inch in the rails so as to let the pannel in. back rails 5 &
6 inches wide scant one sixteenth of an inch longer then the front rail
and the end rails must have a shoulder on both edeges

Bellville Ind May 1. 1856

Burows full coll [columns?]
Posts 3 ft. 8% inc High from the bottom to the first rail 8 in rail
11 in wide then 8 in drawer rail 1 in wide and then 7 in drawer

2 This entry, from the second page, is dated Dec. 23, 1856, and is
followed by the entry from the third page, dated Jan. 24, 1856. Mr.
Johnson frequently left blank pages, some of which he used for later
entries.
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1 in rail then 6 in drawer with a fals [false] rail 3% of an inch wide
then 1 in rail 4 in wide that is it runs back 4 in then 7 in drawer
top rail 2 in wide end rails bottom one 8 in wide top one 7 in wide
with gides 2 in wide tablet to reach from the top of the post down
below the fals rail and when dressed up must be left as thick as the
post is wide. posts when dressed up 3 1 in wide 1% in thick
end rails 13 % in between shoulders tenents 1% in long rails 2 ft 11
in between shoulders back paneled in and back rails top one 5 in
wide Middle one 4 in wide bottom one 6 in wide top one plowed in
the under side middle one both sides bottom one top edge with a
hansh of % inch at the top edge and the others allso [sic].

Bellville April 5 1856
How to make Safes the posts 4 ft 4 in High x 2% in wide 1% in
thick with to [two] front rails 2 in wide Side rails bottom one 5 in
wide top one 4% in wide and the others 2 in wide back rails top one
4 in the other 5 in and it must be put up 1 in higher then the other
side-rails, so as to give room for the bottom to go in by cutting a place
in posts large enough to let the bottom slip through it and there must
be gides plowed and nailed on for the bottom to slide through into the
front rail which is ploughed the doors they must be long enough to fill
up between the rails the top stile must be 214 in wide so as to fill up
the difference between the top front rail and the bottom of the top side
rail which is 2 in from 4% in leaves 2% which is the width of the
top door stile then mesher [measure] the distance between to [two]
of the end rails which will give the distance between the door stiles so
as to have them all to range with each other and the bottom end
rail which is 5 in wide and the bottom front rail 2 in wide of corse
the bottom door stile must be 3 in wide for 2 from 5 leaves 3 which
is the width of the door stile in order to made it eavin with the side
rail so as to make all the rales Come eavin. and the front rails must be
2 ft. 11 in between shoulders with 1% in tenent

Bellville Indiana
Staining for Wood 2

To stain wood red take two ounces of brazil wood, and two ounces
of potash; mix them with a quart of water and let the compisition
stand in a warm place for several days, stiring it occasionaly; with
this liquor made boiling hot, brush over the wood, till the desired depth
of colour is obtained. then with another brush, brush over the wood
while yet wet, with a solution of alum in the propotion of two ounces
of alum to a quart of water

2 for a pink or rose red add to a gallon of the above infusion of
Brazil two additional ounces of the pearlashes and use it as was be-
fore directed, but it is necessary in this case to brush the wood over with
the alum water. by increasing the propotion of pearlashes the red may
be rendered yet paler; but it is proper when more than this quantity
is added to make the alum water stronger; or use double the quantity
of Potash.
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for a less bright red dissolve an ounce of dragon’s blood in a
pint of spirits of wine, and brush over the wood with the tincture
till the stain appears to be as strong as is desired; but this is, in fact,
rather lacquering than staining3

May the 3th [sic] 1856 Bellville

How to lay off a Coffin bottom according to measher that is the

lenth foot 7 inches wide head 8 in wide acrost the shoulders from 18

to 20 as the case may be in groan [grown] persons end peases [pieces]

abought 11 or 12 inches long the sides 5 in longer then the bottom and

the top abought 10 in longer than the bottom so as to geve plenty room
to put on the top

Bellville Indiana March 16th 1859

Commenced work for McCurdy at the Cabinet trade the 2 day of
April 1855 worked til May the 6th 1856, which was the Close of one
years work for which I received $60 dollors half in Store and other
Cash and spent all and was in debt 53 cents at the Close of the year.t

Bellville Indiana
one years work to a Close the 6th of May 1856 for which years
work I received $60 dollars half Cash and half in the Stores and I
Spent all of the 60 dollares and was in debt $1.35 Cents at the Close
of the Year 1856 Wm J

to Stain wood purple, take one ounce of logwood and two drachms
of brazil wood; boil them togeather in a quart of water over a moderate
fire. when one half of the fluid is evaporated, strain the decoction
and brush it several times over the wood after the wood is dry, brush
it over with a solution of a drachm of pearlashes in a pint®

[Transferring dark pictures]

on dark painting give too [two] Cotes of white paint just large
enougf for the picture varnish it and let it dry and than [then]
_ varnish it again and put on your picture and let it dry and when dry

8 This entry is followed by: “transfered to page 19.”
4+ The next entry appearing on page 17, which had nothing to do
with the young cabinetmaker’s trade, reads: “I would be thine when
storms arise and Thempests brake through the Sky to chear the [thee].”
5 This entry is followed by a poem, entitled “lilly dale,” which runs
to four stanzas and a chorus. The first stanza and the chorus follow:
“It was a calm still night
And the moons pale light
Shone soft ore hill and dale
When friends mute with grief
Stood around the death bed
Of my poor lost lilly dale

“0Q lilly, sweet lilly dear lilly dale
Now the wild rose blossons
Ore the little green grave
Of my poor lost lilly dale”
6 This is evidently a description of a method of transferring a pic-
ture on paper or cardboard to painted and varnished wood.
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dampen it a little and than rub it untill the paper is all off and the
picture will be plain

to Stain oak a mahogany Color

Boil togeather brazil wood and Roman alum and before it is applied
to the wood a little potash is to be added to it. a sutible varnish for
wood thus tinged may be made by dissolving amber in oil of turpin-
tine mixed with a small potion [portion] of linseed oil

to stain beech wood a mahogany Colour break two ounces of
Dragons blood in pieces and put them into a quart of rectified spirits
of wine let the bottle stand in a warm place and shake it frequently.
when disolved it is fit for use

Stain for musical instruments
Purple. Boil a pound of Chip [ped] logwood in three quarts of
water for an hour than [then] add four ounces of pearlash and two
ounces of indigo pounded

Bellville Indiana
General Explanations

1 all men working by the day to be paid according to their average

wages by the piece to find their one [own] Candles

tables to be meshered on the top for length and width.

all kind of drawer work in single carcases or eny work to represent

the Same to mesher on the widest carcase

4 all drawers to start without locks except bureaus and Secretaries

if not Specified in the preamble

no lock [ ?] plates to be let in except Secratary falls or writing falls

all drawers to be blocked except small drawers in headwork

all bureau backs to Start with one pannel it two pannels no

addition

8 making patterns and shaped Colls [Columns] to be propperty of
the Journeymans or the prices of making them to be Settled ex-
clusively between the Journeyman and employers.

9 filling up worm or knot holes repairing shakes or cracks reducing
slabs sawing veneers Cock beads to be paid according to time

10 all staining to be paid for according to time

11 all round tables when veneered to measure the same as round
drawers fronts per inch. when not specified in the preamble and to
be paid according to table of venearing on rounds. all pellor and
claw tables to Start with Casters ;

12 all Sofas to Start with Castors

13 no Castor plates to be let in except paid for according to table
of brass work

14 putting on looking glas plates to be at the risk of the employer

15 all work made by Journaman to be finished in the bench room and
not to be taken apart for the Conveniance of the polisher or put
to geather after him

18 all work considered to be done in a workmanlike manner and when
not such to be paid for accordingly

W o

L =PI |
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19 veneering staves on the round to be double the 'price of flat Staves
in loo [low] table bills

Belleville Ind Feb the 8 1857
Receipt for making ink.?

take a drachm of nitric of Silver (lunar Costic) dissolve it in a glass
morter in duble its wait [weight] of pure watter add to this solution
10 drops of nitric acid this is the Ink in another glass vessel
disolve a drachm of salt tarter in 7% oz of water this is usualy
named the liquid Pounce with which the linin is wet Previously to
the application of the Ink.

Receipt for graining
take white zink and mix it with vinegar$

Commenced Reading Medicine at Fathers on the old farm 3%
Miles wes [west] of Bellville?

7 Above the date of this entry, Mr. Johnson wrote the words “to mark
linin.” He no doubt intended his heading to read “Receipt for making
ink to mark linen,” but inadvertently omitted the main words. The
text of the entry bears out this inference.

8 A poem of four short stanzas, “Departed Friends,” follows this
“Receipt for graining.” The date is December 24, 1858. TUnder the
same date, there is a second poem with the simple title, “Marion,”
which should have been “Marian.” The three stanzas reveal a germ-
inating love that was unrequited. The third line of the first stanza seems
to mean “Come and kiss the [thee] Marion’s rose.”

“Spirit of the Summer breeze

Wherefore Sleepest though [thou] in the trees
Come and kiss the marions rose

That on marions boosom blows

“Come and fawn about her hair

Kiss the fringes of her eys

Ask her why she looks so fair
When she heedeth not my sigh

“Tell her murmering Summer air
That her Buty’s all untrue
Tell her she should not seam fair
- Unless she be gentle too
“Wm. H. H. Johnson”

9 This brief entry, which indicates the purpose of the young cabinet-
maker to turn to medicine for a career, is succeeded by two stanzas
labeled “Friendship wishes.” This poem is in turn followed by seven
lines without rhyme or title, under date of March 23, 1858. One may
guess that it was meant for a description in lighter vein of a youn;
woman in whom there was an interest, though it was not serious:

“Extraordinary fair hair

Forehead riseth in a round

Eye brows black and hair thin

Little distance between the eye brows

Eyes nether too little nor too big inclined to black
A picked [piqued] chin reasonably full of flesh

A face of hansom propotion rather inclined to fat.”
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Bellville Indiana Jan. 12, 1857
receipt
to remove White spots from varnished furniture
White spots on varnished furnature may be removed by rubbing
them with a warm flanal [cloth] dipped in eaquil parts of Spirits of
turpintine and Sweet Oil

Commenced to work for Bland the 13th of october [1857?]

Receipt for making Ink
take one oz ounce of Prusion Blue % ounce oxalic Acid 4 quarts
of rain water Put the above mentioned articles in the water Cold and
shake it up well before use

To Make Read [Red] Ink
take three pints of stale beer rather then vinegar and four ounces
of ground Brazill wood simmer them togeather for an hour dissolve
half an ounce of gum arabic in it them strain it through a flannel
[cloth] and bottle it up (well stopped) for use. to prevent ink from
freezing put a glass of brandy into it and to prevent it from turning
mouldy put a little salt in itt°

10 The heading for another entry followed, “Tincture of Cantharides,”
but the entry was never made.
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BELLEVILLE ACADEMY
About the first thing that engaged the thought of the

primitive Hdosier, after he had felled the forests sround his cabin,
and scared the wolf and btsar from his door, was the education of his
children. Uith his full share ol that noble trait of American char-
acter, self-sacrificing devotion to pocsterity, he set about to build

a shelter whersin the spiritusl nature of his child might keep apace
with the muscular hardihood acquired in clearing, improving and
cultivating the virgin fields of our State.

The primitive Hoosier school-house with its gaping fire-pleace,
stick-and mud chimney, puncheon floor and seats, greased paper windows,
bunch of beech switches, and 2ll of the paraphernalia that went %o
meke up the school organism of early days, was, doubtless, not the
most inviting place for the spiritual development of the child, yet
it was the best the times afforded; it was as good in its way as this
splendid building is at this time, the best under the cirecumstances,

Away back in the '30s or!lj0s the good Hoosier fathers of this
community begen war upon the stronzholds of ignorance by erectin:

-
(o

a
fortress of learning like the one described above; later this log
utheast

pert of this town, asbout a square east and a few rods north of W, C..

house was supplanted by a frgme building which stood in the so

Swindler's saw mill,] Vhen the Academy was built, this frame building
- was moved to Cartersburg, and now stands in the northeast part of that
place--just as you go down the hill toward the bridge.

Early in the '50s--'51 or'52, perhaps-~the question of building
and maintaining an Academy agitated the minds of the people of Belle-
ville and vicinity, and through the earnast efforts of 2 number of
pubiic«spirited men, such as Dr, L. H, Xenmnedy, John diles, Thomas
Irons, James Hadley, Dr., R, C, Moore and others, a stock company was
formed. This was entirely a private enterprise, as there was no law
at that time for building and maintaining a public schosl. The entire
capital of the assceiation was to be $5,000. 2 single share $25,..

The articles cf association were written by s lawyer of Danville
named, hkitherow., Through the earnest and persistent efforts of Dr.

" L. H, Kennedy, .now of Danville, enough shares were subscribed to make
the e}ection of & btuilding sure.




" philosophy and chenistry were all taught, besides

One of the largest stockholders in the association was John Miles
who subscribed 12 shares of $300. Kerly in 1853 the work on the new
building wa
was dedicated by Gov. Jossph wrisht with 211 the ceremony incident to

s begun, and on the night of July 23, 1853, the structure

sueh cceasicons., But scheol did not open in the new buildinzg for four
months after its completion.

A few days before the dedication, a young Xentuckisn nemed L. M.
Campbell, who hsad coms to Indiana to seek his fortune and his fams,

opened a2 school in the frame schoclhouse, mentioned abcve. This school

3
continved uvnder Mr, Campbell until Novembar following whon a pariner=-
ship was formed with Prof. J. R. Woodfall of Ripley Co. Indiana, by
which Mssars. Koodfiﬂ and Camphell were to conduct a schoosl and csach
have equal responaibilities and egual profits. So on the 21lst of
November, 1853, Mr. Camphaell marched his entire school from the cld
frame Lo therew brick building and with »r, ?oodfiu bezen the first
term that was ever taught in the 01d Academy.

After teaching eight days, Mr. Woodfill had to return to Ripley
County on sccount of sickness in his family, and the responsibility
of the entire school rested on Mr, Campbell, then a youth of twenty
years. YWith that energy and self-reliance that rides over difficul-
ties, voung Campbell put himself tc the tasz, held the achool intact
for a numbsr of weeka--though the number of pupils was coastantly
increasing--and on the return of Woodfill the term of three months
wags finished, after which Mr, Campbell repaired to Danville znd hung
out his shingle as a lawyer, A

Prof. Woodfill. again had charge of ths school in 1854, assisted
by a Mr, Reece ond Capb., W. C. Mitehell, of Clayton. The attendance
was constantly increasing, the enrollment having reachsd nearly 200,
40 or 50 of whewm were Ifrom other parts of the county and state. The

-

ccirrse of study widened also., Latin, Greelr; ancient, medieval and

modern history, higher arithmetic, algebra, geonatry, trigoncwetry,
the common branches,
n 1855 or '55 the school was in charge of lVessrs. Bassett and
Davis, and still maintained its reputation.
.+ Froem '56 to '58 Mr. Davis and Samuel Banta, a brother of Mrs.
Dr, Moore, conducted the school and carried a heavy course of study.
Mr, Bonney, now a Baptlst minister of Plainfield, ncssisted by

¥Miss Allie Banta, now Mrs, Moore, hed charge of the School, and was

follcwed in 1860 by J. N. Scearce, afterwards county examiner and
aditor of the Hendricks Co8nty Union. Nathan Scearce, now of Danville,



had charge in 1861. \
But alrsady the mutteriﬁgs of war were heard in the land. John
Brown, that forerunner and pioﬁeer of one of the greatest reformations
that has occurred in thes last 8ighteen hundred years, together with
jhis 21 companions, had been murdered in Virginia, The torch that was
soon to touech the first gun that was fired on Fort Sumpter was already

in traitor hands.

Secret plots for the destruction of the Union wers rife. 7The
life of "Honsst Abe' who held "melice toward none, snd charity for all,”
was threatened.

wWith this condition of affairs thes school waned., The integrity
of the Union and the honor of the flag must be maintained. Many a nodble
youth who might have made his mark in the fleld of science or letters,
turned from his study table and offered up his life on the field of
battle. He changed the student’s coat for the soldier's sult of blue.

- He turned from the flickering flame of the student's lamp to the red

glare of the campfire and the cannon. He turned from his asssulis upon
the strongholds of ignorsnce to an asssult upon the fortresses of
slavery. The lessons of patriotism and loyalty which had been incul-
cated into the minds of the students of the dear 0ld Academy during

the decade preceding were now burned to goed account. The school wansd--
but slavery died. i

The school was in charge of Oliver Lindley in 1862. And in 1864
Edw. Lotshar, son of our respected townsman, Samuel Lotshar, had con-
trol. EdQ Lotshar was afterward a prominent business man in Cincinnati,
and is now deceased.

Prof, A. J. Johnson, the son of Mr, Johnson who lives about a mile
‘and a half north of here, was principal from '65 to '67. Prof, Johnson
was afterwards cdunﬁy exanminer, and is now, I belisve, superintendent
of the schools of Milton, Ind. The school has never had z more faith-
ful and thorough tescher than Prof, Johnson. ¥. C, Banta was principal
in 18567, followed by J. H., Orear in %68 and J. A. Thomas in '69.

Prof. Boisen and Brovard had control in 1870. Prof. Boisen had
been an instructor in Harverd University, and Prof. Brovard is now
president of the State University of Callfornia.

Mr. Willism Short, now a prominent farmer and stockman near
Bebster City, Iowa, was prineipal from 1872 to 187h. lMr. Short was
one of the est disciplinarians the school ever had, and he was re-




3
spected for this and his thorough instruction. ﬁaﬁy of the men of the
present day will vouch for Mr. Short's ability to handle large boys.

In '7lt and '75 Miss Rachel Holten, afterward wife of Alfred Hadley,
was principal, followed by a Mr, Weaver in '75 and '76 snd Dr, Thompscn
of Monrovia, Ind. in 176 and '77. :

One of the best thinkers that was ever in the school was James
R. Ragan, a graduate of the State Normal School and afterwards princi-
pal of the Richmond Normal School. IlMr. Ragan served in 1877 and again
in 1879. He is now a lumber dealer in Hebraska;

lr. A. E. Rogers was prineipal in 1878. FKr, Rogers has since
served in this county two terms as county superintendent, and is now
a teacher in the Clayton schools.

Robert A, Bayne, abt present superintendsnt of the schools at Hoobs»
ton, Iil. had charge from 1880 to 1882, Mr, Bayne's ability as an in-
“gtructor and his courtecus manner added much to the usefulness and
attractiveness of the school. :

¥r. Bayne was followed by G. W. Brill a lawyer now of Danville
and once:deputbty prosecutor of Hendricks County.

Next came G. W, Peyton in 13883. Zr. Peyton *s now in the insurance
businsss in Indianapolis.

ihe writer of this paper has had chargs of the school since 1883,
except one year 1887, during which W. J. Shirley, now deceased, was
prineipal, The writer also served as assisbtant to Mr. Peyton in 1883,
and taught a seleect school in the spring of 108l '

" ¥e have now traced a line of the teachers of the sechool, with its
pericds of pbosperity and adversity, but w have almost neglectsd the
dear old building. Bub there it stands, ever fresh in our memories;
there it stands with its honest front, its wiée, glaring windows,
its large, alry, inconvenient rooms, the sheltering place of many a
noble thought, lesson, and vrinciple; there it stands with its moss-
grown, tottering walls, cracked and decayed, still clinging together
es 1if loath to give up the conflict., Well and good had it dome its
work; tenderly, plece by pilece, the old shell wes taken down during
the bright days of early surmmer and laid guietly away. The fittest
eulogy that can be proncunced upon it is, that during the frosts and
storms of nearly a half cenbtury, it was the sheltering place of hun-
dreds of young men and young women, who went forth from its portals,

e S T AN e e
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guickened and enerpgized by that spiritual strength that fitted them
to face the stern realities of life.

Ere 1 close one thing must not be forgotten. In yonder belfry
hangs the old bell, bought nearly fifty years age by the ladies of
this town end vicinity with the proceeds of a festival given by them
on the night of the dedication of the Academg bvilding.

Year after year it clesred its rusty throat and sent forth its
glad chimes thrcugh frost and snow, rain and sunshine, to c¢sll the
youth together in thé old building. Soon asgain it will begin to work
for this new structure.

I bave somewhers seen the statement that the vibrations emanating
from a sounding body never cease moving, but go on =2nd on, farther and
farther, widening and wldening, forever. May the influences, lessons
and principles given in this new building be like the chimes cf ths

1d btell, not etop with our own cormunity, buvt go on and on, cut into
the furthermost parts of the earth, doing good wherever they go.

The old building lived 2 life of usefulness; sy the complstion

18

of this new one, s0 economically and substant™) t, usher in an era

. of Dbetter thoughts, then with Holwes we can ssy:

“Build thee more, stately manions, oh my soul,

As the swift sessons rolll

Leave thy low-vasulied past,

Let each new temple, nobler than the last

Shut thee from Heaven with a dome more vast,

Ti1ll thou =t length art fres,

Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's unresting seal”

Edward Barrett

Thre- wind: b KKl t nieaderrii C; ,4ﬁf$¢ /854
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RETIRING BELLEVILLE SCHOOL HOUSE (887 — /764

st 4

After 75 years of service this school house in Belleville is being retired with the expansion of the "
Mill Creek School Corporation, Having oncehoused ahigh school, junior high'and all eight elementary .
grades, the two story brick building is being replaced 2s the new Cascade High School will leave: |
the old Amo, Stilesville and Clayton high school buildings left for the lower grades.
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JOHN IRONS, FIFTH COUNTY CLERK, TELLS HIS STORY

Danville, Indiana
liay 16, 1864

Dr. Levi Ritter ey ;

Dear Sir. Tvo years ago, I made you a promise that I would write
out a short biography of my life to accompany a likeness you had taken
of me to frame as e memento of the fifth clerk of Hendricks County.

I was born in the county of Vashington in the State of Indiana on
the fifth day of August 1819 A.D., of parents vho wvere poor in all
things, save health, morality and resolution. Soon after my birth my
family moved into Lavrence county vhere it remained two years and
then removed into Morgan county where we lived emid chills and fevers,
near the mouth of Stott's Creek, four years vhen growing weary of ill
health we for the last time removed into this county. Consequently I
can safely put my self down among the first settlers. ] :

The summer I became ten years old found me down with Rheumatic Fever
from the effects of which I have never recovered; although in the course
of two years I had so improved in health as to be able to share the
toils and sports of other boys of like age. At the age of fourteen I
vas placed by my father in the little dry goods shop just started in
Belleville by Alfred M. Lyon and William T. Matlock, where I was

initiated into the art of and mysteries of measuring prints and tying

up coffee. And here for the benefit of the present and future
posterity among fashionable females, let me state that at that time
it took 6 1/2 yds of 7/8th print to make a common woman's dress and 7
yards for those who went the tip of the Beau Londe in and around
Belleville. With the firm of Lyon and liatlock I remained six months
at a cost to it of my board and a2 palm leaf hat worth then about-

37 1/2 cents. , :

The winter following I went to school and learned about all there
was in Pike's Arithmetic under the tuition of James S. Odell then a-
young country school master but now an old man and & denizen of Plain-
field with three sons in the 7th Ind. nov "on to Richmond".

On leaving school I wvent into the store of iilford J. Ungles vho was
also a merchant of Belleville with vhom I remained six months when I
had to leave and go home on account of a second attack of Rheumatism.
This lasted from August vhen I again entered lir. Ungles' store there
I remained until the next liay vhen I went to keep accounts for my
father and John liiles who had on their hands a heavy job of work on the
cross cut canal at the mouth of Birch Creek in Clay County. I returned
home in July and in a month again took to crutches on account of the
great plague of my life but on the approach of cold weather i)
threv aside my crutches and for the third and last time went into
the store of Mr. Ungles vhere I remained until the next summer when I
again went home vith the Rheumatismm. Like the other, this spell
lasted until November when I recovered sufficiently to go into Banta &
liatlock's store, who had commenced business in Belleville the
spring before and with vhom I stayed until they quit business in
April 1840. The next month my father took his then new and only




son-in-law and my self in paritnershiy with him under the name of

Irons & Sons and brought a heavy stock of goods to Belleville,

This firm only lived to February 1842 when owing to the uncertainties of
the pork trade it went under. My Tather being the responsible man cf
the firm then took the business into his own hands and sent me as
super-cargo on a small flat-boat loaded with pork to Hew Orleans.

This, remember, vas in the first half of the year '42 vhen the prices

of labor and all kinds of agricultural products touched bottom. On
reaching New Orleans I found Pork at from four to six dollars ver
barrel, bacon three cents and lard three and one-half cents. The

bacon or rather bulk pork I had left a%t Natchez in the care of .-the
pilot, Um. N-ylor, to be smoked and sold there and had only taken from
Natchez the lard and barrel paork. These items I stored in a commissions
house with instructions not to:sell for three months but the merchants
being a set of scoundrels sold before I lefti the city as they so
reported three months afterwards and of. course only paid the prices

of liay instead of those for September vhich would have made a difference
of nearly 1000 dollars. That fall I called on them to see about it,

but as I had failed to give my instructions in writing or before a
witness it had to go so. The lesson they taught me then of the
commission trade proved to be of great worth aftervards for my

father kept in the pork trade for ten years and made money more’

or less every time save one. v

e

In the summer of 144 I,tock the spell of Rheumetism vhich in
four years doubled me into my vpresent delightful shape of three
pannels of vorm fence, then anchylosed my hip joints and the joints |
of my back, neck and jaws and then left me in pretty fair health (
and wvith vim enough for me to run for and be elected iwice as clerk
of Hendricks county. The first time in 1851 and the last in 1855.

My education had been of but 2 limited character had I left off
seeking seeking it vhere the commonest sort of country school teachers
left-off with their tutorship. Put vhen the school master cecsed '
vork with me, I commenced the biggest and most important portion of
my education. Candles being of far too much importance in our -
family to read by, I studied my lessons by the light of burning chips
and bark. After going to "keep stcre" as the country peonle called
it, I made it a point to read every night and often, when my book
proved interesting, one o'clock had found me up and reading., Among
other things I made it a rule to remember the name of the book and
its author and here would advise all vho wish to talk intelligibly
with others on books and literature to observe the same rule. Nor
have I ever received as true the statement of any author vhether
profane or Sacred that would not stand of itself upon the closest
cross examination. ‘/hen a statement has neither philosophy nor
reason in it the thing is not true and it is wvonderful what an
imense number of lies there are in books received as truths and
to bz again taught as truths by unthinking people.

Yours Doctor with respect.

John Irons : (
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Rumbor Recalls 59-Year-Old Murder
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Facts Gleaned-About- Finding ~*-
Gun Imbedded ln_,Tree In Yard

past few days m an etfort to contu‘m or refute a ‘story. wh:ch has peen
golng the. rounds in Plainﬁeld It concerns the fmdmg of: a gun’ 1m-_

bedded innga tree, reportedly the weapon “used. by’ Willlam” ‘E., Hinshaw,
( ‘ ‘convicted of the murder of Ins wife, Thirza, almost 5 years ago lle

)
Ve Py

living in the parsonage of the Bel]evxlle church
S Convicted on cu'cumstantxal ‘evidence;: Hmshaw appealed ‘his case‘
to the Supreme Court, which confirmed the lower court., To this day,
‘according to Judge John A. Kendall of the Indxana Appenate Court,
‘that case is cited more in cnmmal law and pomts of evidence and pro-
-cedure than any other in Indiana.; :
--The facts as finally obtained are these:
A large maple shade tree ‘'was cut'down
¥l ; A ~{Continued on Page 8) .

) the yard at the house |

|
1
--_,]




@'

(‘

- metropolitan - dailies even ' carried
. stories-about-it. It -was written up
'not too long ago in True Detective

'Rumorl',f Recalls

i

: tossed his trousers, bill fold and the
'gun into the yard in an attempt to

i
!
'
'

'RUMOR RECALLS MURDER
(Continued from Page 1) -

That is, it- was cut down about five
years ago by Morris Johnson, who
then owned the property and e
sided in-it. o

‘There was a gun found unbedded
in the lowest tork of the tree, which
had “evidently been ' there a long!.
time -as the tree had grown around
it and ,’ai"tsquirrel’s'nest had been
made in‘a:cavity above it.” Much
of it was rusted away but it was
easy to determme that 1t 'was"'a
revolver : >

S Y S N

the- tree ‘and some. who. learned of
it were oi‘ the oplmon that the
murder gun had_never been found
and that At wa 'n all probabxllty,
that gun. -~ :
ZInans mtervxew .Tuesday Mr
Johnson, who lives in a new “house
a block or two away, told the Te-
porter: that-he could" pomt out ‘a
bullet hole in'the lower ‘panel’ of
a door in_the house and Mrs. John-

floor in-the bed-room, which even
paint would not cover, but neither
knew where the gun came from nor
why a story should be started about
it at this particular time. :
But, the one person who perhaps
‘remembers the Hinshaw murder
‘case, better than any other living

whlch was the former parsonage. |

’ old and young ahke
S £ 27 was drscovered when sawmg ;

son said there was a stain on. the'

infield \Iessenger Th ursday, December'3 19‘»3

@

~“hood.

At the time-it happened Hmshaw
was serving the Bellevxlle _Cherry
Grove and Salem-.churches and had
a wide following throughout those
districts. Some there are_living to-
day, who still believe him innocent;
others think” he got his just duesj
but' 2ll agree it.was a case whichj
went down in hlstory 7’,*,‘ i
A’ search of the records reveals
many interesting” things and  a
story . from the lips of Mr. Gulley
concerning his memories of the case

Taken n'om the record
are that the murder was commxtted
January 10, 1895, Hmshaw was in-
dicted by. the grand: jury. May 24
1895; the frial was held during the
September: Térm, 1895 ‘of the Hen—
dricks Circuit Court ‘and the ver-
dict. was rendered and filed’ Octob-
er 2, 1895. J.'A. McClain was for_e-
man of the jury which brought in-
to court the following verdict: “We, |;
the jury, find ‘the defendant,  Wil-
liam E.-Hinshaw, guilty of murder
as charged in the mdlctment and
recommend ‘that he be imprisoned |

drawn from ’which to impanel a
jury and the following’ men were

:in Hendricks County. today, is Otis
(B Gulley, Danville = attorney,- 86
‘years old, who was ‘the young Pro-
;secutmg Attorney at the time called
upon to" prosecute his fxrst murder
ccase. it
Told of the gun story, Mr Gulley
said that he could definitely refute
the claim that this was the murder
gun. It had been introduced in evi-
dence, made an exhibit, sent to. the
Supreme Court with the transcript
‘of the case and later returned to
Hinshaw’s family on a  petition
,filed with the Supreme Court fol-
lowing its final decision in the case.
Mr. Gulley still has in his pos-
‘session. the black walnut window
‘sill cut from the woodshed on
‘which blood stains played a major
part in convicting Hinshaw. It was
shown in the trial that superficial
self-inflicted . wounds from which
he was bleeding slightly had drip-
ped blood on the window sill as he

|

back up his story that his wife had
been murdered by would- be rob-
bers. :

The case was one in which the.
entire. country was interested and!

Magazine and older residents of the
county can well remember hearing

'C..C. Higgins,” whose
‘not appear of recora.

stead,
Winchester.

members of the jury as it was fm-
ally accepted by both sides: Wil-
liam Hunt, Clay township; Stephen
Fowler, Union; Allen. Weddle, Un-
ion; :-Alexander = Surber,  Middle;

tRichard L. Dillon, Middle; William

Leach, Union; Coleman G. Surber,
Middle; Baxter vestal, . Guilford;

Jerry McClain, Washington; Alex-
ander W. Swearingen, Guilford;
Fielding Huddleston, Lincoln and
addreSS did

John V. Hadley was presxdmg
judge and witnesses listed on the
indictment as having appeared be-
fore the Grand Jury included Dr.
A. M. Strong, Dr. T. F. Dryden,
Benj. Cornwell, Eva Worrell, Elisha
Marker, William East, Wm. J. Cope,
James Winstead, Mary East, W. C.
Swindler, Thos. F. White, S. R.
Mays, John Oyler,. Minnie Hull,
Mrs. Sarah C. Oyler, Ed Staley, J.
C. Walker, Mary White, Samuel G.
Campbell, Lizzie Miller,  Roscoe
{ Winstead, Ellen Miller, A. J. Staley,
[C. M. Callahan, _Sampson Tincher,

tie Mays, Emm Haverick} Charles
Mays, Thomas Haverlck May Win-
Mr. Hull and Dr) erst of
Harney

The Hon. James McCabe of the

Indiana Supreme Court wrote the
higher court’s decrsxon
1897, whxch appears in. Vol. 147 of

m April

storles about it m theu‘ early chlld- the Indlana Reports'

a decision

,whlch at the trme, says Mr Gulley,

would hold the rapt attentlon( of 5
| Gulley,
s{the case: whxch did -not.. appear An

in" the State’s prison during life”.
i David Hadley was Clerk whose fxle
!stamp was affixed thereto. 5

“One ~hundred mnames vhad been ’;

Mary Tincher, Jenme Marker Net- :

was reported to have been  criti-
cised because of “its sarcasm and
whxch was’ reported also.to have
been  mellowed somewhat before
the other Judges would concur 1n
it S

- However, it stands today as his-
tory and has proved to be a de-
cision on: which many other cases
have: been decided. It reads like
fiction 'an ' any : who enjoy : 8,
good murder story xmght ask their
lawyer” frxends 1o let them read it.
Partxcularly mterestmg, said_ Mr.
were’ many ‘incidents dn

the record: but which he remembers
well. One, for instance, was ‘the
msrstence of Hlnshaw s f.rlends that

he be allowed to testxfy before the
grand jury, the state’s final con-
sent_and Hmshaws appearance as
he entered the grand jury room.
He was a man.of extreme ego and
a ﬂashy dresser. He came into the
room garbed m ‘a Prmce Albert
‘coat, stnped trousers a whlte neck-
tie. .and .dramatically ‘holding his
derby hat His hair, red.in color,
[was' as. slick “as a peeled onion”.
Lookmg around the room, he 'said

‘What do you gentlemen not have
a - Iookmg glass in bhere?” Agaln

says Mr. ,.Gulley, his friendé had
given him a rocking chair’ and he
sat in the court room: rockmg and
readmg aii newspaper _during ‘the
time the jury was being impaneled.
. Hinshaw, now dead, was paroled
by Gov. Durbin, violated his parole
and Gov. Durbin’s last official act,
was the- revocation of the parole..
He was returned to prison, paroled
by Gov. Goodrich, and later, shortly
before he died, was-given an un-
conditional pardon by the same
governor. Hinshaw was a native of
Randolph County in - which the
then governor was also. a resident. |
" The house, in which the murder
was committed, - stands ‘on :ihe
,southwest corner of Road 40 ‘and
the first street running south as
‘you enter Belleville from the east.
It has been remodeled at various
times during the intervening years.




Old Murder Clews Fcund

In Statehouse Recall |

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR{ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1962—1_55(3.

By Edwa.rd I-I. Fra.nk

A woman’s mghtgown and o

a razor-slashed red

“nightshirt—important  evi--

dence 'in one of the state’s
‘most. famous murders that
occurred 67 years ago—were
.uncovered last week in the
"dark{and dusty Statehouse
basement.
"It was 1 am. on the
'snowy night of Jan. 10,
1895, when the sounds of
-gunshots and the cries of
“murder” pierced the still-
ness in the village of Belle-
wville, just west of Indianapo-
lis in Hendricks County.
+ In-the street lay the Rev.
‘William E. Hinshaw, seri-
ously -wounded with 17
razor slashes and two pis-
tol wounds in his body.

A few feet away, in the
doorway_ of the parsonage,

was the minister’s beautl-
ful, 26-year-old wife, Thur-

za; dead of a bullet waund;,

in her head. i A
Hinshaw claimed that hxs

. wife had been killed and '
“he wounded by robbers, who
invaded the parsonage while

they were. sleeping.

But others doubted Hin-
shaw, and subsequently the
well-liked minister, with an
unblemished record, was in-
dicted for the murder of
his wife.

IN NEWSPAPER Imgo,
the murder contained
“everything”— a beautiful
wife,  “another woman”,
wealth and prominent fam-
ilies.

And the affect was to split

the community of Belleville

and neighboring Danville in-

to tw :outspokenA gfoups —
those  stoutly asserting his

. innocence and those: firmly
-convinced of his guilt.
The- murder made.‘head- -
lines throughout the nation
- and Indianapolis newspapers

devoted thousands of words

. each day from the time of
_ the Kkilling until the con-
clusion of the trial on Oct.

2, 1895,

The minister’s mghtshu't
and his victim’s nightgown
were found in the musty
Statehouse basement by
John Healy, a clerk in the
office of Mrs. Alice C.
Whitecotton, clerk of. the
Supreme and Appellate
courts.

Along w1th these grim re-
minders of the famous kill-
ing, Healy also found the

EXHIBITS AND RECORDS OF FAMOUS 1895 HINSHAW MURDER CASE
Nightshirt And Nightgown Found In Dingy Statehouse Basement

-4

2—PAGE 7]

AR =

2 OOO-page transcnpt of the
- four-week  trial; briefs, peti-

; tiong and other legal docu-

‘ments of the case, :
‘The, nightshirt and mght—

* gown were found stuffed in-

. side”an. old filing cabinet in
a windowless storage room.
The ‘case records even

' contained ' detailed maps of'

Bellev;IIe and the parsonage

where Hmshaw and his w1fe ;
lived, i:% e

How could Rev. Hmshaw,
a former schoolteacher and
member of a prominent and
wealthy Randolph County

. family, have killed his young

wife of eight years?

TO. THE very end, Hin-
shaw claimed he didn’t.

There were witnesses who
said they had seen two
strange men walking near
the parsonage shortly before
the murder.

There were neighbors who
claimed = Hinshaw and his
wife were the “perfect”
couple.

And it was pointed out,
that on the night of the mur-

‘der, Hinshaw had preached

about the evils of murder.
A famous Indianapolis
private detective, H. C. Web-
ster, was called .in on the
case and Webster soon un-
covered damaging evidence
against the minister.

REV. HINSHAW claimed
his wife was shot by the
robbers as she lay. sleeping
in bed. She then staggered to
the doorway where she died,
according to the preacher.
- But the evidence showed
Mrs. Hinshaw was clad in
undergarments, not the
white nightgown that was
found hanging in a closet.
This was an indication that
she was shot before going to
bed.

The direction of the bul-




let that entered her brai
showed it would have bee
nearly impossible for a rob
ber to: have shot- th
woman if she was in bed.

But the most ‘damagin
evidence of all was the rev-
elation. that there was- ‘“‘an-
other woman’ in the mini-

ster’s ‘life.. ]
*.The: minister’s alleged

. . And the preacher . ha

. Hinshaw was brought to

- killed his wife because she

mistress, a Miss Allie Fer-
ree, had been seen emerg-
ing several times .from the

. rear of the parsonage during}

the early morning hours

in Belleville. = . TR

when Mrs. Hinshaw was not}

ly by the back way into Mis
Ferree’s home on several
occasions. -

IN ADDITION, there was
‘evidence to show.-that Rev.
Hinshaw frequently would
rush home from a preaching
trip, leaving his wife in the
town where he had preached
and then returning to pick
her up the next day. '

When Detective Webster|
revealed this evidence, he
was faced by a howling mob
who screamed that their be-|
loved minister could not be
guilty of such immoral con-
duct.

But on Sept. 4, 1895, Rev.

been seen going clandestine;{

trial in Hendricks Circuit
Court,; with the state charg-
ing that the defendant had

had: discovered his unfaith-|
fulness and was threaten-
ing an exposure that would
destroy his future,

The state claimed that
Rev. Hinshaw had shot his
young wife as she lay.in
bed, and, afterwards, placed
her in the doorway. The
minister’s wounds were

self—inﬂicle;l, the st a‘i e
charged.

The case went to the jury
at 2:30 on the afternoon of
Oct. 2. The guilty verdict
was- returned exactly two.
hours. later.

Rev. Hinshaw, then 33
years old, was convicted of
second degree murder and
sentenced to life imprison-
ment at the State Prison at
Michigan City. o
The Indiana Supreme
Court, by a 4-0 ruling, up-
held the conviction: on April
2, 1897, 5.

THE MINISTER remained

1_n prisbn, ,'despite vigorous
attempts by his family to

get him paroled, until Jan.

3, 1925 " 2ie =

Capt. Ralph Howard, who
retired .from the State. Cor-

. rections . Department. two

years ago.after 57 years of
service, was -employed at

the State Prison when Hin-.

shaw served time. ;

~ “I recall that man quite
well,” Capt. Howard said.

“I was born in Randolph
County and worked for his
brother at one time,” How-
ard said. -

HINSHAW was a model

prisoner, according to How-
ard.. He worked in the
prison hospital and also as
a clerk in various prison
offices, Howard said.

. When the minister "re-
ceived his final parole in
1921, he reportedly moved
out West. It is believed he
died several years ago.

But the events surround-
ing that snowy January
night 67 years ago when the
cries of “murder” awoke
the citizens of Belleville to a
raging dispute, lingers on in
Indiana crime annals.
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NV Now the time of year is comin’,
17 And I wander back again
Y To the old home town of Belleville
% To sece my old friends comin’ in.
Qfl‘y To this grand old celebration
W Where we gather once each year,
W And my steps begin to quicken
\Qﬂ When I see I'm gettin’ near.
\Y
W Now I see the smoke a curlin’
W From the chimneys among the trees,
7 And I hear the birds a chirpin’
\V/ And the hummin’ of the bees
Qgﬂ Then my heart begins to patter
V7 And a weakness in my knees
W Just imagine how a feller
\ Then will watch his *Q's and P's.”’
W
\V For I'm comin’ back to Belleville ¥
\V Where I spent my boyhood days
Q%ﬁ Though I may be somewhat older
\8ﬂ And been many miles away,
W And my steps are not so nimble
NV And my; hair is turnin’ gray, ‘
. \/) But J’m home among the boys }
Q\ﬂ On this celebration day! bad
W |
\V Now I hear the band a-playin’ i
Wy In the shade beneath the trees, ?
% And I hear the banjo plinkin’ ‘
Y And the fiddle squawk and wheeze.
\8ﬂ There is joy in this old music
W As it floats upon the breeze
\(’:ﬂ And 1 feel my feet a-shufflin’
N To the music among the trees.
\
% Now I see the smilin’ faces
1 Of the ones I used to know
Qgﬂ But 1 find there’s some that’s absent
\V Ones 1 loved so long ago.
Q(%y They have gone beyond the river
W Where the chilly waters flow,
W . And I can not ever meet them
\8ﬂ In this old town here below.
§O§ So I'm comin’ back to Belleville
\1?,7 On each celebration day,
\7 There's no tie that binds me stronger
\é{/ And no hindrance in the way,
‘ Q/ Come and meet your friends and loved ones
\ﬁ/ Come and with us spend the day
i For we soon shall meet in Heaven
\Qﬂ On our last Home-Coming Day.
§{O§ SQUARE DEAL PRESS, PLAINFIELD, IND,
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MY CONTACT WITH HENDRICKS COUNTY"

Ly PRev. John Warren lianger

I have been asked to write this for The Hendricks County
Historical Society library a record of people, incidents and
circumstances known to me through my contact with Hendricks
County, Indiana.

My first contact with Hendricks County was about 1901.
I was sent to attend DePauw University and serve as a student
pastor at Belleville, Cherry Grove, and Stilesville. Among
these I came to know well were Nelson Woods and family, George
Woods, Fay Masten, Shelby Cooper and wife. He was a well known
local preacher in the Methodist church. They had a very large
family, a all of whom were vital to the life of that church.
At Stilesville was Uncle Elihue Coble and his sons, Willie, Jim,
Lee, and a daughter, Laura. Uncle Elihue was a one-armed old
Civil War soldier, who usually said instead of "good-bye", or
"so long"-——-"Trust in the Lord and keep your powder dry."
Years later I was called back to a funeral with burial at Stiles-
ville. Someone came to the cemetery to tell me that Uncle Elihue
was dying and wanted me to come to see him. I found him breath-
ing his last. I had a few words with him, prayed with him, and
said, "Well, Brother Coble, trust in the Lord and keep your
powder dry". The old man smiled as he closed his eyes for the
last time. In Stilesville was Everett Roberts, who operated a
private bank and seemed to be making money. He accepted good
naturedly the nickname "Bricky", which his townsmen had good
naturedly given toihim. He had bought from a super salesman a
metal brick plugged with pure gold. According to the salesman
he was about to get caught with it and would take something
less than $1000 for it. He was using it to keep his bank door
from swinging with the breeze. I found in Stilesville: Delph
Humes, Gales Robertson, a Mr. Fincher, a leader in the GORB
Baptist Church, Phil Cree, the 600 pound fat man who travelled
with a circus, and many conspicuous and well known men and women.
In this vicinity I found a most unusual and interesting farmer,
Joe Hollingsworth..He was a local preacher in the Methodist Church,
highly respected for his sincerity and character and widely known
for his ability to express himself so that no one would fail to
understand what he was trying to say and yet in most unexpected
language. I was invited to his home one time for a birthday dinner
in his honor. He had two married daughters whose husbands I had
never met. When his sons-in-law arrived, in whom he delighted as
much as they delighted in him, he proudly brought them in and intro-
duced them to me. He followed the introduction with "The Devil owed
Joe Hollingsworth a debt and he paid him off in sons-in-law that
were Democrats and Campbellites'. The happy father-in-law was an
ardent Methodist and a Republican.




The old National Road which is now U.S. 40 runs east and west
across Indiana coinciding with Washington Street in Indianapolis.
In this vicinity its only pavement was two or four inches of loose
dry gravel. The local news media had spread the information that
on a cerain day a horseless carriage would come west from Indian-
apolis. People came from north and south to the National Road.
On foot, horseback, in buggies and families in two horse wagons.
They brought their lunches along and took the day off to see the
horseless carriage go by. Just where or why the horseless carriage
gave up the struggle with the loose gravel they never knew. It never passed.

Telephones were beginning to come in this section of Hendricks
County. There was a Farmer's Exchange. One line with which I was
familiar, had thirty-two phones on the one line. Little wall phones,
each with a dry cell battery in it and a crank on the side to ring
the number with. A short and a long, two longs and a short, etc.

The wire zig-zagged on its way from a tree to a snag of a broken tree
to a tall fence post or a poor excuse for a pole. When the phone
rang, everyone who was in the house went to the phone to learn whose
old cat had kittens or whose old hen had hatched her breed or whose
cow had a calf. Vith fifteen or twenty receivers off the hock no one
could ring. There was not battery power enough. There was on this
line, a tall, sociable, North Carolinian who wore a broad-brimmed
hat. He was an auctioneer, and would rather talk than eat. It was
common talk that during all of his spare time, he sat with a hearing
device strapped to his ear. No one needed to ring him; but just say
"Hello Harrison", and he would answer.

About thirty years after I came as a student pastor to Belleville,
Cherry Grove, and Stilesville, my son, John Howard Hanger, was in DePauw
and was assigned for his first conference appointment, as the
student pastor at Belleville, Salem, and Cherry Grove, Here at
Salem, he became pastor of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pritchard. (Mrs. Pritchard
is now the capable secretary of the Hendricks County Historical Society.)
I was more interested in his success on this charge
than I was in my own success there thirty years previous. I became
a warm friend of Fred and May Franklin, Mr. and Mrs. Blunk, and many -
others on the charge, and strengthedned the friendships of thirty ;

years before.

Several years later another epoch commenced in my contacts with
Hendricks County. We bought a little home on Road 39, south of Belle-
ville. I lived and voted in the county. My wife taught school there
and Mary K. attended high school in Clayton and graduated from that
school. We contacted many people that for various reasons were unfor-
gettable. It was here that we formed a friendship with the Clarence
Edmondson family that has never been dimmed by time. I remember fondly,
many happy times in their home. One time at a birthday or home coming,
when through courtesy, complimentary words were directed to me, Clarence




Edmonson paid me the most appreciated compliment I ever received.
He said, "I 1like to hear Mr. Hanger speak because you never need
to ask him what he is talking about". It was during these years
that we became friends of Fred and May Franklin, Mr. and Mrs.
Walters, and Lee and Harry Quinn of Grant Stone,, Mr. and Mrs.
Tobe Kendall, John Graves, Charles Smoot, Mrs. Rabb, the Martin
Brothers in the store at Cartersburg, and a host of others. Near
our home south of Belleville, there lived an oddity who through
the forethought or generosity of some onerhad become a lawyer;
but through his lack, had developed into a wealthy, niggardly,
- 0ld miser. The only use he ever made of his law was to seek loop-—
holes by which he could evade taxes or how far he could go in
picking up a few illicit pennies without going to jail. I grew
fine strawberries. Indianapolis dealers came every day and
brought as many crates as I had. The depression price was 8¢ per
quart by the crate. The poor old miser came down to buy a quart
of berries. He asked what I paid for picking them. I told him
. 3¢ per quart. He got a box and walked through the patch, looking
for the choice ones. He piled on as many as he could heap on the
box, fully a pint more than a crated quart. He came to me and
said, "Eight cents for the berries, less three cents for the
picking. Here's five pennies! He said proudly,,"I never let a
summer go by without a mess of strawberries'. He knew there is
some expense connected with marriage so he never married. He knew
that on each side of the public road that passed his place, in the
mile between cross roads, there was a lot of good grazing pasture.
It didn't cost anything to have a poor fence so he had one and his
sheep were all along the highway. When a car came south, the sheep
would run south into my front yard. When a car came the other way,
they would run a mile north. One dark, moonless Sunday night, the
wheat threshing crew called the old miser and said that they would
be at one of his farms at sunrise the next morning to rhresh his
wheat. He had to get word to the tenant on the farm. He had no
phone in the tenant house. He had an old Ford but the light bulbs
were burned out. He decided he could drive three miles without
any light. If he saw a light coming he would pull aside till the
light passed. Jonny Price, a neighbor teen-ager wanted to drive
over to his girl's home. He had no lights but he thought he could
drive that far without any lights. If he saw a light coming he
would pull aside till the light passed. Neither the young lover
nor the rich old miser saw any light but they met head on at about
three miles per hour. The neighborhood chuckled sadly when they
learned that the collision cost the rich old miser more than a light
bulb would cost.

My wife had an aunt who was married to a2 school teacher in
Davis City, Iowa. He retired from teaching and they started an
undertaking business combined with a little furniture store. He
died and her only daughter died. She came to live with us at our
home south of Belleville. Aunt Anna was industrious, well and a
good looking old lady and thrifty, above all things. One day she
said to me, "John, I wish I had a rooming house". I told her I
thought I could get her one. I took her up to Danville and showed
her a big, good-looking rooming house, adjacent to the college building.




We could rent it if we would take it for two years. She said it
suited her perfectly. She asked me to rent it before someone else
did and she would go out to Iowa and get $12,000 out of the bank,
etc. When she got there she found the bank defunct, and all her
money gone. She couldn't take it. There was nothing for us to
do but to move into it ourselves. Everyone was suffering from
the financial collapse. There were big sales everyday in India-
napolis. Storage houses selling stored goods that had been
abandoned. I went to buy furniture for the rooming house. Things
were cheap. No one wanted to buy luxuries. A hen that would lay
an egg or a cow giving milk or anything that would produce a
little income would sell; but no luxury was saleable. They
rolled out a beautiful Chickering, upright piano. I ran it up to
$1.75 and got it. I went down to get a truck to haul it to Dan-
ville. He said it would cost me $15.00. He said he was charging
me for the trip. He would take ten for the same price. I went
back in and bought nine more, paying less than $9.00 for the ten
pianos. I stored them in a garage, put one in our home, with a
sign in the yard, 'Piano for sale--$10--$1 down and $1 per week.
I sold all ten. I wvent to a sale where a successful farmer was
forced to sell out on account of the financial "panic". There
was no money available but he was so well equipped for farming
that buyers from everywhere brought in around $5,000. He told
me he had to do it because taxes and low prices for what he had
to sell were forcing him to quit. He had taken a job driving a
bus in Chicago. I asked if they wouldn't sell his farm for taxes.
He said, "To whom'. I was told that after a few years, as con-
ditions improved somewhat, he returned and offered to return and
commence farming and paying taxes again if they would give him
exemption from taxation for the time he had been away, and that
his plan was accepted.

When my wife was teaching school in Cartersburg, we became
concerned about the neglected children of Cartersburg. There had
been three churches in the town but none had been active for seven
years. If a preacher were need for a funeral or wedding, they
had to call on some other town, and scores of children had no
chance to get to Sunday School anywhere. There was a nice little
Methodist church with brick walls and pretty art glass windows,
several rooms and comfortable furniture but it was closed. The
Baptist church was in bad repair and the old residence that had
been used by the Nazarenes, was beyond use. We had several
meetings of all who might be interested. I urged that they get
together and federate. Any who did not wish to leave the denom-
ination of their preference could become an affiliated member.
They countered that Methodists and Baptists don't see alike. I
reminded them that Methodists and Methodists and Baptists and
Baptists don't see alike. We don't need to all peep through the
same pin hole. They had one public school, one Post Office, omne
store, etc. Why should God's people be the only ones who can't
get along together? We commenced with a successful Sunday School
and Church. The folks who had built the Methodist Church were
enthusiastic about it. All meetings were held in the only church




building in town. The Methodist conference claimed the church
building and closed it. Folks who had helped pay for the building
were compelled, by the circumstance to join all others in wanting

a place of worship in the town and build a build a temporary
shelter for Sunday School and Church. The conference tried to soll
the church building for some secular use. The local trustees had
a deed from the donor of the lot on which the church was built.

The deed specified that whenever the building ceased to be used i’
for church purposes the lot would revert to the heirs. That
settled the point. Recently some men came by with heavy wrecking
machinery. With a motor powered derrick with a heavy wrecking
batt hanging from the top, they bashed the brick walls, art glass
windows and all. The roofing was in a heap on the furniture in-
side. They bull-dozed the mass into a heap and with power shovels,
they loaded it all into trucks and hauled it away. No one knew
any of the men who operated the wrecking job and no one knew who
paid for the job. There will never be a Methodist church, build-

ing,.or membership in the town.

When my son, John Howard Hanger, finished seminary in
Chicago, his graduation program came on Thursday of the Indiana
Conference. He had called a District Superintendent who had
solicited him to tell him to look after his appointment. He
didn't do it. A District Superintendent, Ezra Hutchens, learned
of the mistake, and without consulting anyone, appointed my son
to an eight-church circuit. This included Butlerville and Holton,
that had been a two-church charge for years; and he added five
defunct churches that had not been used for seven years. My son
refused to take the eight churches. We drove from Danville,
Indiana, on Saturday to see the District Superintendent. He was
gone to Louisville for a football game and wouldn't be back till
Monday. We drove down there again the next Saturday and the
District Superintendent was gone to Indianapolis to a show, and
would not be back till Monday. We learned that Butlerville and
Holton were having a joint Sunday School picnic. We went over
there and were most cordially received. We were told that these
two churches would have no part with the defunct churches. So
without a District Superintendent, my son and the two churches
made the appointment and moved in. He had been there about three
months when Glenn James, a District Superintendent in Miami, Flo-
rida, called the seminary and asked for a recommendation. They
recommended John Howard Hanger...James called John Howard and
said that he was going off the district after Christmas; and
that if John Howard could get there before Christmas, he would
appoint him to Rader Memorial Church in Miami. Before night,
that houseful of furniture was sold; and their little trailer
was loaded. I was there to back him in any emergency. Sure
enough, the District Superintendent arrived and was furious.
lle would have the Bishop stop it. I told him that a Bishop in
Florida with the same authority as the Indiana Bishop had al-
ready made the transfer and had appointed him to a church. The
District Superintendent went away in a rage and John Howard left
most good-humoredly. He enjoyed years of happy, successful
service in Florida, including a remarkable thirteen years as
pastor of Park Temple Church in Ft. Lauderdale. Then Jacksonville,




and finally with a church of over four thousand members on Miracle
Mile in Coral Gable, Florida. From here he made his triumphal entry
into the Highest on Palm Sunday, 1965. He would have been sixty-

five in June.

After Palm Sunday, 1965, when here in Atlanta, my only son
whom I loved more than I loved my own life, was called out of a
pain-stricken body to a house not made with hands, where pain and
sorrow never come. When on September fifth of the same year, my
precious wife in a Bloomington, Indiana hospital was fering from
the dread Parkinson's disease, was called by the goodnes of God
to a heavenly home where pain and sorrow and disappointment can
never come. I came to Florida to be near my son's family, my

grandchildren.

: The oldest, Beverly, is wife of H.T. Heitzenrater, a pastor
in the Florida Methodist Conference. They live in Tampa. They
have two daughters and two sons. All are in the public school
age brackets. One does not need to be a great-grandfather to
recognize that they are all extraordinary. The other three of my
grandchildren and their mother migrated to Atlanta. I came along
. with them.

For a long time, the mother served happily and efficiently
as dietician at Hillside Cottages, asgroup of cottages under the
auspices and support of the United Fund, for the welfare of
children who need a home. Finally, Genevieve, the Mother, went
to her home in Lakeland, Florida, where she was called to the
higher life in September, 1969.

The second of the grandchildren is Barbara. She graduated
from Duke University in Nursing. Now she has gone on to get
her Master's Degree so she can teach in college. Her husband is
a minister, M.W. Langford, ordained in the Methodist Church.
They have two small children: Wayne and Lori.

The third of the grandchildren is John Howard Hanger, Jr. =
He is a graduate of Emory University: college and seminary, and
a minister. He is a musician of recognized ability, especially
a pianist. He has the Howard Hanger Trio that travels all over
the United States. He married the lovely and accomplished
Jacqueline Avant of Coral Gables, Florida. She is a teacher in
the public schools.

Last, but not least, is my baby-grand-daughter, Genie.
She's the devoted wife of her equally devoted husband, Don
Fortuna. The sorrows of her young life seem to have sharpened
rather than dulled her ability to develop her best qualities.
She has gone with her education and duties and surprises me with
the keen-ness of her percéption, and her insight into problems
of 1life.




I can't see much that my life-efforts have produced; but
am delighted with my posterity.

T~
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® Surre

By KATHLEEN VAN NUYS

An admitted “outdoor person” who .
liked camping in California, Clara [§

Moore, Franklin, said it wasn’t until the
early 1950s she visited the ancestoral
Moore home at Yorktown where Lord
Corniwallis surrendered to Gen. George
Washington in 1781. : 4

Her ‘Welsh 'ancest'o'rs, like ‘many colonists
supporting the revolutionary cause, served in
the-armed forces and lost their fortunes. -

“But none lost their lives,” said the for-
mer  Indianapolis , junior - high school - art
teacher. LN R . ;

For seven hours, in the Moore house two
miles outside Yorktown, Va., emissaries of
Washington and Cornwallis drafted articlés of
capitulation 'after the final British defeat of
'the Revolutionary War..

‘A -chair or two is all -that is left of
original furhishings in the two-story. white
Dutch colonial-type “ house surrounded by a
‘white picket fence and shade trees. An
American flag flies from a pole inside the
gate marking- “the very ground where Amer-
ica won freedom.” - :

- Another old home in this ‘town of 311,
where important American figures lived, is
that of Thomas Nelson, a signer of the Dec-
daration of Independence. -

Nearby are British earthworks, improved
by the Confederates.80 years later, and re-
constructed portions of American and French
lines with mounted cannon that saw service
during the Yorktown siege. A Victory monu-
ment . commemorates the final British en-
gagement against combined American-French
forces. ; 5
“Shildes Moore, from whom I am de-
scended,” Miss Moore explained, “‘was one
of five children (three ‘sons) of Charles
Thomas Moore, of Wales, and they came to
Yorktown around 1715.

“The Moores owned an old Welsh firm
dealing in gold and silver bullion, with a
branch' in London. All five settled in the
Yorktown area, ‘but later, Shildes had a
‘home in Baltimore and in Dorchester County,
Md., half way down Chesapeake Bay.

' “With his brother-in-law, John Risdon,”
M;ss Moore continued, “Shildes formed an
.American branch, Moore-Risd on, of the
Welsh firm and, until 1755, dealt in gold and

silver bullion,
.- “About 1750, the two developed a coast-
wide Tade and, later, their entire business
was shipping and freighting. They were Whig
.zealots,” said Miss Moore, reading from one
gi two published books of Moore: genealogy,

and at the outbreak of the revolution were
among the first to whom the new colonial

government issued ‘letters of marque and
reprisal,’ s

L P

To Home

Government records show three Moores

- served .on a Privateer. ‘ cod
‘‘Shildes’ son, Risdon, was known as Com-f
. modore Moore,” the Shortridge High Schoolf

graduate. continued tracing her ancestors’

-role, - “and ‘during earlier years of the war,|
-placed all his freighting ships in the hands of ;

the new government.”

Miss Moore,” who lives at the Methodist
Home west of Franklin, agreed greater cred-
it should be given the small “fleet” of ships

placed ‘at the  disposal -of colonial leaders|"

considering the decisive role it played in the
war. 3 :

“Risdon’s son, George Lane Moore, -who|

later settled in Granville County, N.C., was a

‘member of the Constitutional Convention in

1788,” continued the woman who taught here
most of her 30 years. Three were in Alexan-
dria, Va., when she had achance to explore
Washington.

“My great grandfather, Risdon’s son,‘

Thomas, and his brother, Smyth, served in
the Continental Army under Brig. Gen. Na-
thanael -Greene,” continued the Hutchinson,
Kan., native. “Thomas was 15 when he en-
listed and Smyth served as a commissioned
officer.” : :
The . genealogy reports, “Thomas, a’ pa-
triot, became a shoemaker.” His soldier
brother became “a dresser of the _soil,”
meaning farmer, Miss Moore pointed out.
“It’s quite evident they lost their busi-

.ness,” she 'said, perusing the pages of one

book numbering 160.

Tracing her line to Indiana, Miss Moore
said Thomas’ widow, after his death in Guil-
ford County, N.C., around 1823, came north
with three sons and six daughters to Hen-
dricks County. The youngest, Risdon Charles,
product of a log cabin school; attended medi-

. cal college in Louisville and Rush Medical
~ College in Chicago, settling ‘in the then thriv-

ing community of Belleville. ,

Miss Moore’s father, Charles Risdon, was
one of 11 children born to the physician. He
moved to Kansas after attending State Nor-
mal at Terre Haute.

“When we go back to Indiana . . .” isthe
phrase Miss Moore said she heard so much
as a child she.almost thought she was born

- here. After graduating from Indiana Univer-

sity, she studied art at the University of
Chicago, Columbia University and the Uni-
versity of Southern California, where her
father’s cousins established its medical
school.

7 v fis . The NEWS Photo, Joe
Clara Moore traces family history.

© ., Claia A: Mogte
it Semcfs-f%;%arﬁ 'Mo76re. 89, a

“resident . of .the United: Methodist '

Homie in’ Franklin and formerly. of
‘Indianapolis; ‘will be’ held “at' 10"a.m.
Thursday ) in :the Wright Memorial
Chapel . at- the home. ‘Friends may
.call ‘in ,the,;home’s Memory Room
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and from 6 p.m.
"to 8 p.m.-today. She died Sunday in -
the home. She was a retired teacher,
having..taught art in primary and
junior: high grades in-the Indianapo-
lis ‘public school system for 35 years.
“She - was- a- native of "Hutchinson,
" Kan., and lived in Indianapolis most
“of her:life, moving to Franklin in
' 1965. She was a graduate:-of the
Indianapolis .Teachers:-College and
Indiana University. She attended the
- University of Chicagd,.Columbia Uni-
versity: and the University. of ‘South-
-ern California. She was a former two-
.term; president: of ‘the:.Amos W.:
Butler: Chapter of the Audubon-Soci-
‘ety,'and was a-member of the. Indi-
ana’ Audubon Society; the Ornitholog-
ical’ Club of California, the Wilson
Orinthological* Club,. the" Nalure:
Study Club of Indiana, . Alpha - Xi
Delta sorority, the American Associa-
tion of ‘University Women, the Co-
lumbus Poetry Club and Grace Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Franklin.
‘She had received the Wilhelmina
Seegmueller Art.Scholarship Award
“and ‘the Indianapolis school board’s
Gregg Scholarship. b



